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INAUGURAL SESSION

TiEcon Kerala 2025 commenced on an inspiring note with its Inaugural Function held on 21st
November at The Zuri, Kumarakom, bringing together founders, industry leaders and innovators for a
powerful start to the two-day experience. The ceremony opened with Welcome Remarks from Dr.
Geemon Korah, Chair of TiEcon Kerala 2025 and Vice President of TiE Kerala, followed by the
Presidential Address by Mr. Vivek Krishna Govind, President of TiE Kerala. The traditional Lamp
Lighting Ceremony symbolised the illumination of ideas and the beginning of meaningful
collaborations. The Chief Guest, Mr. C.K. Ranganathan, Founder Chairman & Managing Director of
CavinKare Pvt. Ltd., delivered an inspiring Inaugural Address, after which the Guest of Honour, Mr. C.
Balagopal, Chairman of KSIDC, shared valuable insights into Kerala’s evolving opportunities and the
role of a supportive ecosystem in shaping future-ready enterprises. The Inaugural Function set a
strong foundation for the sessions that followed, energising the community, sparking curiosity and
reinforcing TiE’s mission to empower entrepreneurs at every stage of their journey.

FRIDAY, 21  November 2025st

Main Hall, The Zuri



CAPITAL CAFE 

The much-anticipated Final Pitching Round of the 8th Edition of Capital Café – Startup Pitch Fest
was held during TiEcon Kerala 2025, bringing the State’s most promising early-stage ventures onto a
high-visibility platform before leading investors, mentors and industry leaders. Building on the
momentum of the Second Round Pitching held at KSUM, the finalists delivered compelling
presentations that reflected Kerala’s growing talent, innovation depth and entrepreneurial ambition.

The final round featured six shortlisted startups: Parinaamaa.ai, GI CERI LAB (OPC) Private Limited,
Cashcrow, Aventose Energy, FemiCura HealthTech Private Limited, and Eight Times Eight. Each team
showcased clear problem statements, strong technological foundations and market-ready solutions,
reinforcing the quality and competitiveness of this year’s cohort.

Among the standout performers were FemiCura HealthTech Private Limited, recognised for its
impactful approach to women’s health innovation, and Eight Times Eight, applauded for its sharp
value proposition and scalable business model. Their pitches demonstrated clarity, execution
discipline and a strong readiness for investor engagement, earning appreciation from the judging
panel and attendees alike.

The Capital Café Final Pitching not only spotlighted pioneering ideas but also strengthened investor–
startup connections, furthering TiE Kerala’s commitment to nurturing entrepreneurship and unlocking
new avenues of growth for Kerala’s startup ecosystem. The session concluded with renewed
optimism, as founders, investors and mentors came together to celebrate the spirit of innovation
that drives the Capital Café initiative year after year.

FRIDAY, 21  November 2025st

Bhairavi Hall, The Zuri



PITCH BAY

Pitch Bay emerged as one of the most electrifying segments of TiEcon Kerala 2025, creating a high-
energy arena where Kerala’s most promising early-stage startups pitched directly to a powerhouse
panel of investors ready to make on-the-spot funding commitments. The panel featured industry
leaders Ajit Moopan (Chairman & CEO, MN Holdings), Hari Krishnan Nair (President, Western India
Cashew Co.), Nazneen Jehangir (ED & CEO, NEST Group), Aju Jacob (VP Designate, TiE Kerala & MD,
Synthite Industries Ltd.), along with Dr. Geemon Korah (Executive Director & CEO, Mane Kancor
Ingredients Ltd.), and was expertly anchored by Vinodini Sukumar (Chair, TYE & TiE University & MD,
TeamOne Advertising). Designed to spotlight Kerala-based innovation, Pitch Bay gave the top
startups a unique platform to secure capital, visibility and strategic support, resulting in three
startups receiving immediate investment commitments, while several others walked away with
valuable mentorship offers, partnership interests and follow-up discussion, making Pitch Bay a true
catalyst for Kerala’s next generation of game-changing ventures.

FRIDAY, 21  November 2025st

Main Hall, The Zuri



TIE KERALA AWARDS 

The TiE Kerala Awards 2025 marked one of the most inspiring highlights of TiEcon Kerala, honouring
visionary entrepreneurs, innovators and ecosystem builders who continue to elevate Kerala’s startup
landscape. Graced by Shri. P. Rajeev, Honourable Minister for Law, Industries, and Coir, Government
of Kerala, as Chief Guest, the ceremony underscored the state’s commitment to fostering a thriving
environment for innovation and enterprise. The evening celebrated outstanding achievers across
categories, with awards presented to Razin Rahman C P (Suracsh Filters Pvt Ltd), Devan
Chandrasekharan (Fuselage Innovations), Dr. Sreeraj Gopi (Molecules Biolabs Pvt Ltd), Anoop Ambika
(Kerala Startup Mission), Vinod Manjila (Manjilas Food Tech Pvt Ltd), and Dr. Anju Miriam Alex (Baby
Memorial Hospital), along with a special honour for C. Balagopal (KSIDC) for his exceptional
contributions to Kerala’s industrial and entrepreneurial ecosystem. The ceremony also featured a
heartfelt felicitation of Jose Dominic, Past President of TiE Kerala and Co-founder of CGH Earth,
recognising his long-standing impact on Kerala’s business landscape. Adding further depth and
inspiration, the keynote address was delivered by Cicily Thomas, Ex-President, Burger King India,
whose journey and insights resonated deeply with the audience. Together, these moments
celebrated excellence, leadership and the collective spirit of innovation powering Kerala’s
entrepreneurial future.

FRIDAY, 21  November 2025st

Main Hall, The Zuri



SHOWCASE SESSION

TiEcon Kerala 2025 offered a rich blend of learning and inspiration, from personal wellbeing to global
startup opportunities. The session on “Holistic Health: Integrative Approaches to Life Optimization
and Healing”, led by Dr. Vishnuraj Prakash, Head of Ayurveda at Tulah Clinical Wellness, and anchored
by Ananda Mani K, Managing Partner, Ananda Mani Consultancy LLP, explored how Ayurvedic wisdom
and modern integrative practices can enhance vitality, mental clarity and resilience—key ingredients
for high-performing entrepreneurs. Complementing this, the Huddle Global 2025 showcase,
presented by Anoop Ambika, CEO of Kerala Startup Mission, and Nasif N M, Lead – Programs &
Communications at KSUM, highlighted one of India’s premier startup gatherings, emphasizing global
collaborations, thematic expansions, and opportunities for Kerala-based startups to scale
internationally. Together, these sessions underscored the importance of holistic growth—both
personal and professional—while reinforcing Kerala’s dynamic entrepreneurial ecosystem.

HOLISTIC HEALTH: INTEGRATIVE APPROACHES TO LIFE
OPTIMIZATION AND HEALING

Main Hall, The Zuri

MASTERCLASS

The masterclass on “Taking Streaming from India to the World: A Playbook for Global Expansion”
offered an in-depth look at scaling digital entertainment beyond borders. Archana Anand, Former
Chief Business Officer at ZEE5 Global, shared her expertise on strategies for international market
entry, content localization, audience engagement, and monetization in the highly competitive
streaming industry. Anchored by Roy Varghese, Managing Partner at Roy Varghese & Associates, the
session provided actionable insights for entrepreneurs and media leaders looking to expand globally,
highlighting the importance of strategic planning, operational excellence, and cultural adaptability in
building a successful international streaming business.

TAKING STREAMING FROM INDIA TO THE WORLD: A
PLAYBOOK FOR GLOBAL EXPANSION.

Main Hall, The Zuri



SATURDAY, 22   November 2025nd

FIRESIDE CHAT

The engaging fireside chat on “The Fund vs The Foundry: A Battle of Perspectives on AI Startups”
brought together insights from both investors and founders in the rapidly evolving AI ecosystem.
Mayuresh Raut, Managing Partner at Seafund, and Kashyap Pandya, Co-Founder of BrahmVeda, shared
candid perspectives on funding strategies, startup challenges, scalability, and innovation in AI,
highlighting the nuanced dynamics between capital providers and creators. Moderated by Jacob Joy,
Immediate Past President of TiE Kerala and Founder of Jakobi Chocolatier, the session sparked lively
discussion on building sustainable AI ventures, balancing investor expectations with founder vision, and
navigating the unique opportunities and risks of the artificial intelligence landscape.

THE FUND VS THE FOUNDRY:
A BATTLE OF PERSPECTIVES ON AI STARTUPS

Main Hall, The Zuri

KEYNOTE ADDRESS

The keynote on “The Future is Now: Redefining Work in the Age of AI” offered a thought-provoking
exploration of how artificial intelligence is reshaping workplaces, workflows, and leadership
paradigms. Sankar Krishnan, Former Partner at McKinsey & Co, Board Member of Ramco Systems and
Simprints, and Former Pro Vice-Chancellor at Ashoka University, shared insights on AI-driven
transformations, the evolving skill sets required, and strategies for organizations and entrepreneurs
to stay ahead in an era of rapid technological change. Anchored by Alexander Varghese, President of
UST, the session provided a roadmap for reimagining work, highlighting both the opportunities and
responsibilities of leveraging AI to drive innovation, efficiency, and human-centric growth.

THE FUTURE IS NOW: 
REDEFINING WORK IN THE AGE OF AI

Main Hall, The Zuri

SATURDAY, 22   November 2025nd



SATURDAY, 22   November 2025nd

MASTERCLASS

The masterclass on “From Designing Brands to Designing the Future” explored the strategic role of
branding in shaping business trajectories and long-term impact. Sajit Ansar, CEO & Founder of Unlimits,
shared insights on creating meaningful, future-ready brands that resonate with audiences, drive growth,
and inspire innovation. Moderated by Dr. Nisha Jose Mani, Chair of TiE Women – TiE Kerala and
Chairperson at K M Mani Centre for Budget Research, the session highlighted practical frameworks for
brand strategy, storytelling, and design thinking, offering entrepreneurs and leaders actionable
guidance to craft brands that not only succeed in the market but also define the future of their
industries.

FROM DESIGNING BRANDS TO DESIGNING THE FUTURE

Main Hall, The Zuri

FIRESIDE CHAT

The fireside chat on “The Circular Entrepreneur: From Building Commerce to Closing the Loop”
delved into sustainable business models and the transformative potential of circular economy
practices. Abhay Deshpande, Founder & CEO of Recykal, shared his journey of building a platform
that not only drives commerce but also promotes environmental responsibility by closing the waste
loop. Moderated by Rajesh R Nair, Partner at Ernst & Young, Kerala, India Pursuits Group, EY
Wavespace, the discussion highlighted how entrepreneurs can integrate sustainability into scalable
business strategies, demonstrating that profitability and positive impact can go hand in hand in
shaping the future of commerce.

THE CIRCULAR ENTREPRENEUR: 
FROM BUILDING COMMERCE TO CLOSING THE LOOP

Main Hall, The Zuri

SATURDAY, 22   November 2025nd



PANEL DICUSSION | KERALA ANGEL NETWORK

The Kerala Angel Network panel discussion on “Investing in Startups vs Investing in Founders” provided
an in-depth exploration of what truly drives investment success in early-stage ventures. Leading
investors Raja Ganapathy (Founding Partner, Spring Marketing Capital), Avik Ashar (Principal, Riverwalk
Holdings), and Ranjith Menon (Managing Director, Chirate Ventures) shared their perspectives on the
trade-offs between funding ideas versus the teams behind them, highlighting real-world experiences,
challenges, and success stories. Moderated by Raveendranath Kamath, President of Kerala Angel
Network and Co-founder & CFO of NextEducation India, the discussion illuminated strategies for
identifying high-potential founders, evaluating startups holistically, and fostering sustainable growth,
offering actionable insights for both investors and entrepreneurs in Kerala’s vibrant startup ecosystem.

INVESTING IN STARTUPS VS INVESTING IN FOUNDERS
Main Hall, The Zuri

KEYNOTE ADDRESS

As part of the TiE Women session, a keynote was organised on “Thinking Beyond Boundaries –
Building a Multi-Hued Career”, inspiring attendees to embrace versatility and purpose in their
professional journeys. Divya Krishnan, Independent Consultant and Board Director at Bandhan Bank
and Repro India, shared her experiences navigating diverse roles across industries, highlighting
strategies for growth, resilience, and impact. Anchored by Sapnu George, Executive Director of
Trivandrum International School, TRINS Group of Institutions, the session encouraged women
entrepreneurs and leaders to break conventional limits, explore multiple career dimensions, and craft
a fulfilling, high-impact trajectory while contributing meaningfully to their communities and
ecosystems.

THINKING BEYOND BOUNDARIES – BUILDING A MULTI-HUED
CAREER

Main Hall, The Zuri

SATURDAY, 22   November 2025nd



FIRESIDE CHAT

As part of the TiE Women session, a fireside chat on “Social Enterprise: The Design of Business for
Society” explored how purpose-driven ventures can create meaningful impact while remaining
sustainable. Deepa Krishnan, Founder of Magic Tours of India, shared her journey of building a social
enterprise that combines business innovation with societal benefit, highlighting the challenges and
opportunities in creating value for communities. Moderated by Anisha Cherian, Past President of TiE
Kerala and Founder-Director of Chemmanur Academy & Systems Pvt Ltd, the discussion offered
actionable insights for women entrepreneurs seeking to align their business goals with social impact,
demonstrating how thoughtful design and strategy can empower enterprises to serve both people and
profit.

SOCIAL ENTERPRISE: THE DESIGN OF BUSINESS FOR
SOCIETY

Main Hall, The Zuri

MEET THE FOUNDERS

As part of the TYE and TiE University session, “Meet the Founders” featured an inspiring discussion
on “From Culture to Couture – The New Designation for Youth Fashion”. Swaroop Krishnan, Co-
founder and CEO of MyDesignation, along with Gopika Menon, Co-founder and COO of
MyDesignation, shared their journey of building a youth-centric fashion brand that blends cultural
expression with modern design. The session highlighted the challenges of starting and scaling a
fashion venture, insights on connecting with young consumers, and strategies for creating a
distinctive brand identity, offering students and aspiring entrepreneurs a front-row view of
innovation, creativity, and the entrepreneurial mindset in action.

FROM CULTURE TO COUTURE - THE NEW DESIGNATION FOR
YOUTH FASHION

Main Hall, The Zuri

SATURDAY, 22   November 2025nd



SATURDAY, 22   November 2025nd

FIRESIDE CHAT

As part of the TYE and TiE University session, a fireside chat on the “Future of Education” explored
emerging trends, innovations, and strategies shaping learning for the next generation. Dr. Tom M
Joseph, Director of New Initiatives at JAIN University and Executive Director – Strategy & Development
at ISDC Global, shared his insights on how technology, curriculum design, and entrepreneurial thinking
are transforming education to meet the needs of a rapidly evolving world. Moderated by Vinodini
Sukumar, Chair of the TYE & TiE University Program and MD of TeamOne Advertising, the discussion
offered students and young entrepreneurs actionable perspectives on preparing for future careers,
fostering lifelong learning, and creating impactful educational ventures.

FUTURE OF EDUCATION
Main Hall, The Zuri

MY STORY SESSION 

The “My Story” session at TiEcon Kerala 2025 provided an inspiring platform for founders to share
their entrepreneurial journeys, challenges, and lessons learned. Ramees Ali, Co-Founder of Interval,
Anooja Bashir, Co-Founder of Ourea/Flexi Cloud, and Rahul P Balachandran, Founder of Inker
Robotics, candidly discussed the evolution of their startups, the hurdles they overcame, and the
strategies that fueled their growth. Their stories offered valuable insights into building resilient
businesses, fostering innovation, and navigating the highs and lows of entrepreneurship, leaving the
audience motivated and equipped with practical takeaways for their own ventures.

RAMEES ALI | ANOOJA BASHIR | RAHUL P BALACHANDRAN

Bhairavi Hall, The Zuri

SATURDAY, 22   November 2025nd



SATURDAY, 22   November 2025nd

MY STORY SESSION 

The “My Story” session continued to inspire with firsthand accounts from trailblazing entrepreneurs.
Vinitha Joseph, Founder and CEO of Bluepurple and Senior Technology Fellow at KSUM, along with Jabir
Karat, Co-Founder of Green Worms, shared their journeys of building innovative ventures, overcoming
challenges, and creating impact in their respective industries. Through candid stories and actionable
insights, they highlighted the importance of perseverance, creativity, and strategic thinking, offering the
audience a deeper understanding of what it takes to transform ideas into successful, purpose-driven
businesses.

VINITHA JOSEPH | JABIR KARAT
Bhairavi Hall, The Zuri

MY SCALE-UP STORY

The “My Scale-up Story” session spotlighted the journeys of entrepreneurs who successfully
navigated growth and expansion. Arthi Raguram, Founder of Deyga Organics, and Surajit Basu,
Director at Sapiens Technologies, shared their experiences scaling businesses, tackling operational
challenges, and sustaining innovation while expanding their market presence. Their stories offered
invaluable lessons on leadership, strategic decision-making, and building scalable business models,
providing the audience with practical insights and inspiration to take their own ventures to the next
level.

ARTHI RAGURAM | SURAJIT BASU

Bhairavi Hall, The Zuri

SATURDAY, 22   November 2025nd



SATURDAY, 22   November 2025nd

MY STORY SESSION 

Another “My Story” session featured inspiring journeys from entrepreneurs across diverse sectors,
highlighting innovation, resilience, and growth. Manju Mathew, Managing Partner of The Burger Junction,
James Joseph, Founder of Jackfruit 365, and Deepu Xavier, Co-Founder of Zappyhire, shared their
experiences of building and scaling their ventures, overcoming challenges, and creating value for their
customers and communities. Their candid stories offered practical insights and motivation for aspiring
entrepreneurs, demonstrating how passion, perseverance, and strategic thinking can turn bold ideas
into successful, impactful businesses.

MANJU MATHEW | JAMES JOSEPH | DEEPU XAVIER
Bhairavi Hall, The Zuri

KEYNOTE ADDRESS

As part of the session, a powerful keynote address titled “The Outlier Edge: How to Think Differently,
Market Sharply & Grow Fearlessly” was delivered by Mr. Pravin Shekar, Chairman & CEO of KREA.
Known for his dynamic storytelling and infectious energy, he encouraged attendees to challenge
traditional norms, communicate with clarity, and embrace bold experimentation as a catalyst for
growth. Drawing from his diverse entrepreneurial experiences, Mr. Shekar highlighted the importance
of unconventional thinking, sharp positioning, and fearless iteration in building sustainable ventures.
The session inspired participants to push beyond predictable boundaries, adopt a more inventive
mindset, and pursue their entrepreneurial ambitions with renewed confidence and purpose.

THE OUTLIER EDGE: HOW TO THINK DIFFERENTLY, MARKET
SHARPLY & GROW FEARLESSLY

Main Hall, The Zuri



TiEcon Kerala 2025 concluded on a powerful and reflective note with its Valedictory Session, marking
the close of two days of transformative ideas, insightful conversations and inspiring entrepreneurial
journeys. The session brought together leaders, visionaries and members of the TiE community to
celebrate the success of this year’s conference and set the stage for the work ahead.
The programme opened with the Welcome Address by Mr. Damodar Avanoor, Past President of TiE
Kerala and Managing Director of Chethana Formulations Pvt. Ltd., who highlighted the collective
efforts that shaped this edition of TiEcon and the vibrant community spirit that drives Kerala’s
entrepreneurial ecosystem.

This was followed by the Presidential Address from Mr. Vivek Krishna Govind, President of TiE Kerala
and Senior Partner at Varma & Varma Chartered Accountants. He reflected on the impactful sessions
of the past two days, emphasising TiE Kerala’s commitment to enabling founders, promoting
collaboration and strengthening Kerala’s position as a thriving hub for innovation.
The highlight of the afternoon was the Chief Guest Address by Shri. APM Mohammed Hanish IAS,
Principal Secretary (Industries), Government of Kerala. He called for a transformative entrepreneurial
mindset, urging Kerala’s innovators to dismantle limiting barriers, embrace bold ideas and take local
innovation confidently to global markets. He reiterated the government’s support for a future-ready
startup ecosystem built on transparency, skill development and deep industry–academia
partnerships.

Dr. Geemon Korah, Chair of TiEcon Kerala 2025, Vice President of TiE Kerala and Executive Director &
CEO of Mane Kancor Ingredients Ltd., shared his reflections on the two-day conference,
acknowledging the dedication of the organising team, partners, speakers and delegates who made
this edition a resounding success.

The session concluded with the Vote of Thanks, expressing gratitude to all contributors, participants
and supporters whose efforts shaped a meaningful and memorable TiEcon Kerala 2025.
The Valedictory Function encapsulated the essence of TiEcon—celebrating ideas, fostering
connections and inspiring entrepreneurs to dream bigger and build fearlessly. As TiEcon Kerala 2025
came to a close, it left the community energised and united around a shared vision of innovation,
growth and lasting impact.

VALEDICTORY SESSION

SATURDAY, 22  November 2025nd

Main Hall, The Zuri



PARTNERED EVENTS
DHANAM BFSI SUMMIT & AWARD NITE
TiE Kerala actively partnered in the Dhanam BFSI Summit, the largest event of its kind in South India,
reinforcing its commitment to fostering collaboration between entrepreneurs and the financial sector.
Through this partnership, TiE Kerala contributed to shaping discussions on the latest trends in the
economy and financial markets, emerging investment opportunities, and strategies for managing
change and driving growth. The summit provided a platform to engage with leading financial minds
from across the country, strengthen industry networks, and explore synergies between
entrepreneurship and institutional success, demonstrating TiE Kerala’s proactive role in supporting
India’s dynamic business and financial ecosystem.

FRIDAY, 5  November 2025th

MONDAY, 10  November 2025th

In Person EventTYE Orientation Session
TiE Kerala successfully conducted the TYE 2025 Orientation Session on 10th November 2025 at
Bhavan’s Varuna Vidyalaya, Thrikkakara. The session featured an inspiring presentation by Ms. Aina Raj,
Founder & Director of UDAN, who introduced students to the core principles of entrepreneurial thinking
and creative problem-solving. Her insights encouraged students to explore innovative ideas with
confidence and set a strong foundation for their journey into entrepreneurship. TiE Kerala extends
sincere thanks to the speaker and all participants for making the session impactful.
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Date Topic Speaker Venue

6th GTM strategies Ramees Ali 
Coco Phase
2,Kakkanad

12
to

14  

th

th

Huddle Global (Parternerd
event)

 Group of Speakers TVM

18th She Power Summit 2025  Group of Speakers Renai, Kochi

19th My Story Session Rails & Rolls
Innerspace
Coworking

20th   CM meet  Group of Speakers Kochi

22nd
IEDC SUMMIT 2025
(Parternerd event)  Group of Speakers

LBS College,
Kasaragod

Ongoing TYE Sessions 2 sessions All Kerala

TIE KERALA DECEMBER 2025 CALENDAR
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